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“What Are You Savoring?”

Call me a coward, but even though we've had a mitder thus far, I'm soon
escaping to a few days of warmth and sunshinefaAas I'm concerned,
cartoonist and ‘social critic’ Bill Watterson hadight when he has Calvin
of “Calvin & Hobbes” saying: “l like these coldray winter days. Days like
these let you savor a bad mood.”

The last thing we should want to ‘savor’ is a baabah don’t you think?

But sometimes it sure seems easy to do so, whig#savoring a grudge,
hurt feelings, or just some downright cussednestisinvi Just as February is a
good time to clean out the closets or sort throtighjunk drawer’ in the
kitchen, it's also a great time to de-clutter ahwill that may have been
silently simmering within. | Corinthians 13:6, rérds us that love does not
rejoice in wrongdoing, but instead rejoices in titugh.

So, if you're feeling entrenched in winter weathed harboring the
frustrations of cabin fever in February—maybetitise for an honest
inventory of emotions? Is there someone with wiymonneed to speak the
truth in a loving way lest some simmering thoudtgat up in less productive
ways? Have you stuffed a sense of self-pity tbatgare not savor? Or, is
there someone you care about who needs you t@beddlistener to help
them out of a funk?

“God, help me not ‘savor a bad mood.” May Your 8pmingle with my
spirit and may Your persistent love pervade my tgbts and actions, so that
the ‘real’ me might shine forth; overcoming anythghwithin me in need of
cleansing or de-cluttering. Free me up, O God dloare my best with others.
But even when I've been less than my best, keefpooimg me. | know You
aren’t finished with me yet!”

See you in church!

—Rev. Bill



February Worship Opportunities

Each day of their week at last summer’s Chautalngtéute, the Hoglunds
were privileged to hear some fine preaching byeeitvilliam D. Watley or
his equally talented son, Matthew. This month,.F&l shares a sermon
series based on some personal homiletical consultatith renowned author
and preacher, Dr. William Watley, called: “You Hatw Face It To Fix It.”

Sunday, February 5 8:30 & 10:00am
“Facing Demons, Dis-ease, and Difficulty”
Communion & WAFER Sunday

The Gospel for the morning is Mark 1:29-39, wheysu$ heals many, and
then heads off to a deserted place, with his desipunting for him. Today’s
message challenges us to face up to what's wrothgour world, while also
encouraging us to seek renewed strength througlempsa that we can be the
servant God has called us to be.

Sunday, February 12 10:00am only
Rev. Debby Jarvis Preaches!
“How Difficult Must it Be?”

Naaman, needed help — the solution to his probksmed so simple that he
was sure it was a hoax! The whole idea of the asstgd solution just made
him angry. BUT he found out he actually DIDN'T kmtetter than God how
to do God’s job! Hmmm... what can you and | leaonirthis delightful
story? Is it possible that what is most imporiariife is really a lot simpler
than we think? Join us to explore together tha mfeGod’ssimplesolutions
for our lives. (Scripture: 2 Kings 5:1-14, Ps&h) Mark 1:40-45)

Sunday, February 19 8:30 & 10:00am

The Gospel for the morning is Mark 9:2-9, the stofylesus’ Transfiguration
and Rev. Bill's message encourages u§#axe Up to Life When the

Glory’'s Gone.” As mundane moments bleed into the splendor and ifiragn
cence of ‘mountaintop moments,’” we must still fageto the mission God
has in mind for us.

Ash Wednesday, February 22 7:00pm

We begin the season of Lent this evening with gp&rBupper at 6:00pm
(nominal cost) and Rev. Bill's messagEacing Up To Your Mirror,”

focuses on Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21. As ever, thettoahl imposition of

ashes, along with a piece of sackcloth, is opgtoas a means of confess-
ing a desire to change your ways. But, of couts®not necessary to receive
sackcloth and ashes to truly repent unto G@dntinued next pg.)



Ash Wednesday, February 22 (cont.) 7:00pm

Lent is a period of introspection and has histdlgidzeen a time when the
‘catechumoi’ are intentional in their studies, whiead to joining the church.
So, in anticipation of their confirmation on PemstSunday, we will formally
introduce this year’s Confirmation Class this engni

Sunday, February 26 8:30 & 10:00am

“Facing Up to Temptation” is today’s Lenten Theme as Rev. Bill encourages
us to explore what it is to be beloved by God, peikempted. Use Psalm 25:1-
10 as preparation for the morning, and read Ma®kl5:to consider how Jesus
faced up to temptation.

Wednesday, February 29 12:00pm
Community Noon Worship & Lunch

You are invited to Wesley United Methodist Churé®l King St., La Crosse,
for the first Wednesday Worship of this Lenten $easA brief service begins
at noon, with our own Rev. Bill preaching. A fresd! offering will be taken on
behalf of the Salvation Army, and a simple lunchl e served for $3.50.
Let’s continue to support this ecumenical ende#ivisrLent! A complete
schedule will follow in the March issue ©he Greetingbut our church will
host people at noon on Wednesday, March 7.

New Member Reception
Sunday, March 4", 10:00 a.m.

Interested in joining the Church? We are gomipvite people to JOIN
on the first Sunday in March at the 10 a.m. wiprslervice, but we will
have a BRIEF INFORMATIONAL SESSION in the Chapékr the

10 a.m. service on February 19th (probably frimouéa 11:15-11:45 a.m.
with people staying longer as they wish...)ydéi would like to join us
or if you have any questions, please contactltuech office or Pastor
Bill at 784-8137.




Keep And Your Prayers . . .
%ﬁ%

,Elends —Those who are grieving the loss of a loved one:

our:
Heart T Brian and Kay Schumacher (and family) at the loss
of Kay’'s mother, Dorothy ‘Dottie’ (Bayly) Ship
81, who passed away peacefully at her home in

Blue Island, IL, on November 26th. Her memorialgz was held at
Morgan Park Baptist Church, IL, on December 3rd.

.l.

Former First Congregational UCC members—Pat anal Sshwartz and
Chris and Erica (Dukerschein) Schwartz (and treeilies), at the loss of
Chris and Pat's mother, Caroline Ann Schwartzwito passed away at
Gundersen Lutheran Medical Center on November 28idr. funeral
mass was held at St. Joseph the Workman Cathadi2¢cember 2nd.

Randy and Diane Breeser (and family) at the lodRavfdy’s brother,
Gerald ‘Jerry’ Breeser, 72, of Waukon, IA, who bkaway at Good
Samaritan Center in Waukon on December 14th. tisral service was
held on December 17th. Burial will be in Evergrégametery, Prairie du
Chien.

Mike and Jill Blokhuis (and family) at the lossdll's only aunt (her
mom’s twin sister), Margery ‘Jean’ Jokipii, 71, wphassed away on
December 14th at Christian Park Village in EscanMiawhere she
resided. Her funeral service was held at the @ebmited Methodist
Church in Escanaba on December 19th.

John and Kathy Storlie and Chuck and Cheryl Harfaad families) at
the loss of Kathy and Chuck’s father, Ernest Oni&rHanson, 95, who
passed away at Gundersen Lutheran Medical CentBeoamber 16th.
His funeral service was held at English Lutherami€h, La Crosse, on
December 27th.

Wes and Helen Bolterman (and family) at the losg/et’s brother,
Harold F. Bolterman, 96, who passed away at Onal&site Center on
December 24th. His funeral service was held astod-uneral Home,
Onalaska, on December 28th.

—Those who have been baptized:

.l.

Ryan Li Titcomb, who was baptized at First Congtiegeal Church on
December 18. He was born in Stevens Point, WDertember 31, 2004,
to Tienju and the late John Titcomb. His sponswesBrad and Julie
Heineck of Holmen, WI. Ryan is the grandson ofeldtcomb and the
nephew of Ellen and David Gordon, Jane and Joer&iWancy and
George Schmidt, Julie and Brad Heineck, Ken anciKdiitcomb and
Steve and Catalina Titcomb. (Prayers cont. next pg.)



Prayers Continued . . .

—Those celebrating milestone birthdays in February:

t Ann Van Atta, who will celebrate her 81st birthday February 3rd.

t Sara Bean, who will celebrate her 97th birthdayehruary 7th.

Tt Phyllis Norman, who will celebrate her 94th birtigamn February 7th.
t Solveig Sedlet, who will celebrate her 87th birthda February 25th.

**If you or someone you know will be celebratingndestone birthday (80 yrs. or older),
please contact the church office and we will begyap include it an upcoming issue of
The Greeting.

—Those who have been blessed with a new baby:

T Joel and Kristin Hirschboeck who welcomed a baby; iINDah Riley,
born in La Crosse on December 18th. Noah joinig &twther, Joseph
(5), and sister, Layla (4).

If you have concerns or joys for which you'd likegyers, contact Pastor Bill or put a note
in the Prayer Box on the stone shelf in the nartheRev. Hoglund will include them in the
Sunday morning Pastoral Prayer—silently or publiglss you wish.

Altar Flowers

i w—m . . February 5~ The flowers are in honor of Sara
e I I . Bean’s 97th Birthday, given by Her Family.
February 12~ The flowers are in memory of Don P.

Rundle, given by Ardys Rundle and Family.

February 19~ The flowers are in memory of Loved Ones, given eab
and Kay Morton.

February 26~ The flowers are in memory of Clair Ledbetter, cather and
grandfather, given by Julie Shelby, Emma Ledbe#tied Emma and Robbie
Shelby.

Openings for Altar Flowers

If you would like to help beautify the sanctuantiwilowers, the following
dates are available for 2012: April 29; July 228; August 26; Sept. 23;
Oct. 21 & 28; Dec. 30. To reserve a date, corfaet Heuer at 526-9397,
fredsueret@charter.net or Kristi in the churchaef{784-8137). Thank you
to all who have already reserved a date.



Those of you who read this column regularly know
that | have an affinity for adages. As | pondered
@ this month’s message, the one “A Family that Prays
Together Stays Together” came to mind but with a
Caring Corner little twist — A family that PLAYS together stays

> by Audrey Kader ~ together! Not only is the opportunity to pray to-
gether a significant part of Church life, it is iarp

tant to build up a sense of belonging and suppattehat better way do so

than to “play” together?

In the past this Church has offered a variety afada@ctivities, such as:
dinner, card, singles, couples, and even outddoitgaroups. It seems
that we all are so busy these days that we matakettime out for relaxa-
tion and friendship building. That is why | encage you to join some of us
to go to Winona for the “Kid Chocolate” Brown comgevhich also features
some of the best Jazz musicians in the region—auar®reg Balfany and
Karyn Quinn, as well as Larry Price and Rich MacBldr—on Saturday,
January 28. See full details elsewhere in thisassd call to make your
reservation: 784-8137!

Mark Your Calendars for our “Spring Fling” worship service, lunch
and program oifuesday, April 17". Looking forward to seeing you there!

Healing Through Grief Group:
Winter 2012 Series at Franciscan Skemp

A free and confidential Healing Through Grief Groberies is offered
Mondays, from 5:30-6:30pm, in the Rose ConferenmenRon the second
floor of the La Crosse Campus Hospital (St. FraBasding). You are
invited to attend any part of the series at angtirkach session includes
an educational topic and a time to share with gth&so experiencing grief.
Please call (608) 785-0940, ext. 22218, for add#ionformation. One-on-
one free and confidential support is also avail&itlde a Franciscan Health-
care chaplain with specialized training in grief.

January 30 Helping Children and Teens Cope witkfGri
February 13 Creative Memory—Making Ideas
February 27 Creative Expression Through Art

March 12 Praying Through Grief

March 26 From Surviving to Growing




s A Message from the
o, Ministry of Stewardship

L
i
e

The work of this church is alive and thriving, tkarto
%, o the grace of God and each of us who has commited t
(\:& regular giving. Many of our neighbors are struygli
~ in this economy, and it's clear those strugglesshav
affected our church family as well. With the Stegva
ship Campaign drawing to a close, the Council gdtes having less offering
money to work with in 2012 than the year before.

W Gy
%,

Speaking of 2011, in the end we only used abou®20of Mary Jane Skaff
funds to help the budget, not the $60,000 thatmwade available for use by
vote of the congregation last year, a trend we ke to continue. No need
to deplete that gift any faster than necessary.

Here’s what we all can do: anytime you are abkatow a little something
additional in the offering plate, please do. Wieetyou have $10 or $20
you can add, or you pass up a treat from a coffep so you can toss in an
additional dollar or two, it all adds up. You'¢l good knowing that the
money is doing God’s work through this church!

A Special Need: As many of you know, the Hansen family had a house
fire on November 30th. As aresult of being dispthfor an extended period
of time, Erica, who does in-home Day Care, loshitlcen/clients whose fami-
lies needed them to continue receiving immediate.cdhis financial burden
has been very hard to overcome. If anyone is @urd temporary Day Care,
please contact Erica @ 787-6963. There are 2ifoé-openings. A ‘Special
Fund’ has been set up at the Franciscan SkemptChedn for anyone who
would like to make a monetary donation. Pleas@ kgea, Jeremy, and their
four little ones in your thoughts and prayers. -aitkiyou, Rev. Bill

Congregational Annual Budget Meeting

Sunday, January 29, 2010
(Immediately following 10am wopshi

Plan to attend the Congregational Meeting on Sunday
January 29, immediately following the 10am worship
service. The primary agenda item is the presemtand .
adoption of the 2012 Church Budget. There wilbdie
an update on the Mary Jane Skaff monies and psojec
We hope you will attend—your input matters!




ATTENTION LADIES ~
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

(Womeng

circ[es will meet on Thursday, March 1, at the following:
Morning Circle: 9:30 a.m., at the home of Dorothy Wetterlin,
W5873 Rochelt Road, R.R. 1, Stoddard, (608) 788394
Afternoon Circle: 1:30 p.m., at Church

CWU “World Day of Prayer” 2012

The Christian women of Malaysia and Church Women
United invite you to celebrate “World Day of Prayat

English Lutheran Church, 1509 King Street, La Ceoss WOI'] Day
Friday, March 2, beginning with brunch at 9:30 a(oost ﬁ/l)rayer
$5). This year’s theme is “Let Justice Prevailhis is a

great opportunity to reach out to women of differfeiths in friendship and
understanding. For reservations, call Sharon Ba@tri788-1229.

The KB Cloths Are Going Fast! wWomen’s Fellowship is selling
streak-free, spot free and lint free microfibertdusths. These washable and
reusable cloths are only $3 each. You will newaarento buy cleaning supplies
again, use only water! They can be purchased tnenchurch office during the
week, or look for Mary Hosler or Shirley Andersam $unday mornings. Talk
with others who have used them and we’re sure yibwvant more than one.

Advent Workshop 2011

THANK YOU to all of the helpers for the Advent Wathop and to all who
attended! And, thanks to Doris Witmer for all @rte-mail help in rounding up
our volunteers this year. If you enjoy making adia holder centerpiece,
please consider saving the wooden block to recyekt year. This will cut
down on our costs. Special thanks to Chuck Hdslehis wonderful wood-
working skills. He made all of the candle holdans! drilled holes for all of the
birch log bird feeders. We also thank him for makpictures of the event (see
next page). Our thanks to Katie Webster and athefkitchen angels who
provided the wonderful lunch. Finally, our thant&sall who took part - we
hope that your participation in the Advent Workslewopiched your holiday!

—Mary Hosler, Ginny Iverson, Kristi Koch and Befigers, Coordinators



Advent Workshop 2011

& Special Thanks to Mary Hosler, Ginny

lverson, Kristi Koch and Bette Stiers,

‘t’ our Advent Workshop Coordinators, for their hard
work and unending dedication to this event whick ha
become such an important “tradition” to so manyifam

for All You DO lies in our church. The joy and wonder of Christma
{}a that this activity brings can be seen in the h&iaggs
of the kids (big and little) pictured above.

(‘



OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULTS

Women'’s Journey Fights the Mid-Winter Blahs!
Saturday, February 4", 10am-2pm

% &
A*J o y" All women are invited to Emma Ledbetter’'s countoyie to
< snowshoe, cross-country ski, swim (yes indoor paoigk in

ﬁf S % the hot tub, have lunch and do our thing. Snowaosnow, it
ks . will be a blast! Contact Emma (eledbetter@cenginyet) for
V\/inter ¢ directions and join us for food, fellowship and fun

(Carpooling is suggested as it is 26 miles fromdherch.)

Please join us for a Women's Journey Book Discussi _ :
Unbrokenby Laura Hillenbrand

Saturday, February 25", 9:30am
Hosted by Kathy Storlie & Laurie Strand

The true story of Louis Zamperini, an Olympic atblesho
endured incredible hardships serving his countrynguWorld War 1l. It tells
an unforgettable story of a man'’s journey into extity. Unbrokenis a testa-
ment to the resilience of the human mind, bodyspidt. Read this book and
then join us at the home of Laurie Strand (617 23trdet N., La Crosse) to
discuss it! All women of the church — and theiefids — are invited!

Further evidence that Women’s Journey offers somethg for everyone:

In January, we made and served breakfast at tivati®ed Army, took a tour
and learned a lot about the circumstances surrogrithmelessness in our
area. Many thanks to Patty Leach and Julie Nelsonoordinating this event!

Senior Book Group
Tuesday, January 24', 10:30 a.m.

The Book Group has two choices to read in Januiyyan’s Story—

a true story by Barry Petersen; andlrgg Killer Angels— a novel of the
Civil War by Michael Shaara. Read one or bothhelse books and then
join Solveig Sedlet and others for coffee and dismn in the Commu-
nity Room. Waitch your bulletin announcements li@r book titles that
we will read for our next meeting on February 28th.




Christians and Islam

At our 9/11 observance, interest was expresséadttimer
study of Islam and present day efforts to enageifzeace
and reconciliation between our two faith groupsresponse
to that request, the Ministry of Christian Edumatis
sponsoring a study ddhristians and Islam The hour-long
sessions will be held at 4:30pm on the followSigdays:

January 22 -A History Together
January 29 YUnderstanding Islam
February 12 4slam’s American Face
February 19 The Real Success Stories

A sign-up sheet is posted in the narthex so wepoawide the reading materi-
als to all participants in advance of the discussiessions. There will be an
average of about 12 pages to read as the foundati@ach session. The cost
for a full set of materials is $3.00.

This four-week study is designed to spark discusaim thought about how
to live out God’s call for justice in our world.oFcenturies, Christians and
Muslims have lived in peace as neighbors. Bugialis differences are
always fertile ground for fanning the fires for giohl and economic gain --
and both Christians and Muslims have waged “holyswaln our own times,
both Muslims and Christians are dealing with existsnn our midst who
distort the true character of belief. Significantelligent dialogue and the
development of authentic friendships across raligiiines are key to deepen-
ing our mutual faith.

There are important theological differences betwee
Christianity and Islam, as well as a faith founalati
that we share. This discussion series, basedtiofeal
from Sojourners Magazinayill lead participants
through a study of the important stories of shared
history, theological similarities and differencasd
aspirations for social justice that both Christiansl

Muslims share as communities of faith. Pleaseuyail
for this special exploration of Christians and risla



I0HN DOMINIC CHOESAN

Mid-Day Lenten Study

G R]grﬁﬁ“]:_sy Tuesdays, February 28 — March 27, 12:15 p.m.
PRAYER Jesus said, “When you pray, say: Our Father.Thus begins
CWHEEET the oh-so familiar prayer we calflThe Lord's Prayer.”

Wi AR _ Inhis book,The Greatest Prayer, Rediscovering the Revolu-
nenienhalin tionary Message of The Lord’s Pray@ohn Dominic Crossan
feo ) AW otes: The Lord's Prayer is Christianity’s greatest prayer.

It is also Christianity’s strangest prayer.”

Huh! Is that howyou would describe the prayer that is prayed everyd8urin
Christian churches around the globe?

When and from whom did you learn The Lord’s Pray®yRat are your most
memorable moments around this prayer? Have youvewedered what some
of the words meant or why some of us are debtdingrs are trespassers and
then there are the out and out sinners?

The Adult Education Committee invites you to attend leenten Study led by
Debby Jarvisthat explores this beloved prayer, and how it teaaks to pray,
understand God’s world, and to live our lives. ngsCrossan’s booKhe
Greatest Prayer,’as the springboard for discussiare will ponder both
Crossan’s sometimes startling premise, along withus own personal reflec-
tions on the prayer. In addition, we will consider how this prayeatlis the
basis of our faith teaches us to pray all prayers.

The group will meet foone hour sessions offuesdays, February 28 —
March 27 at12:15 p.m.

Bring a sack lunch if you like and join us for tlesnversation.

Copies of Crossanisooks will be available for purchasevery soon. (It is not
necessary, however, to read the book to partidipate

B e
Renowned Bible scholar and author of “The GredReayer,”
John Dominic Crossan



@ News from the Ministry of Missions

Regarding our Nation and World . . .

Monday Meals

Many thanks to all those who participated in theuday 9" Monday Meal
event. Special thanks to David Hecht, Keely Raasahher friend who
volunteered during their time off from school. \8&rved 90 people and had
many compliments on how good the meal walke nextscheduled Monday
Meal is March 5", 2012. Please mark it on your calendar now to enjoy the
fun at a Church event that we share with the conityiun

One of the most important tasks of the Monday Meaht is planning and
purchasing the food for the meal. John Schmeckpesgevolunteered this
year to be the lead worker for this task and Sh8ewle as the back-up
individual. Many thanks to you, John and Sheroy,taking on this important
role! Keeping the food cost to a minimum amourgnsmportant key since
there are limited dollars that the Church has &adl f@pproximately 90 people
at each event. John did a great job this Mondag lstea cost of $158.26!

If you would like to take the lead for one of theure Monday Meal events
and put your cooking skills in place, please carfammela, Mission Chair, at
608-386-0446.

Church members to the Mitten Tree. The mittensyeasg,

hats, scarves and coats were given to The SalvAtiony

and Family’s Children Center. Thank you so verychu

your donation is greatly appreciated. It's a catnfo know that some of our
neighbors will be warmer this winter due to youngmsity.

Mitten Tree Update AL IR
There were 168 pieces of clothing that were donlaged Qe/é'"
<

Many thanks to those gave to The Christmas Fund —
(formerly Veterans of the Cross) on December 11total of $722.00 was
sent to the UCC National Office to assist retirad disabled Ministers.

Just a reminder . . .

The First Sunday of Every Month
is WAFER Sunday!



The Salvation Army Bell Ringers Church Day Event

57 %

The joys and experiences of the bell ringers whtqyaated
on Church Day (Dec. 22) are expressed by Churchiraesn
The Ministry of Missions hopes to have this as ramuzal
event, and next year have bell ringers at sevecatibns on
Church Day. Here is what the volunteers said:

“I had a great time! One woman stopped to donhtg,she
was limping on an obvious bad ankle. She saichake
broken it 6 weeks ago, but this was her best Ghestever!!
In my questioning, she said she woke up at 11:8ights
ago and heard noises in her home. Turns out herdons -
all serving in the Armed Forces—from Afghanistasr-G
many and several bases in the USA—came home tassurp
her!!ll. They had not all been together for 10 y®aBhe said
she needed to give to the Salvation Army so ottwersl be
as happy as she!~—Dorothy Wetterlin

“I shared time with Heather Rabe and her childrelana wore an angel robe
and had a gold halo in her hair. Her ‘charm’ as angel certainly was a ma-
jor reason the pot was filling as | rang with Heattand Rabe.”—Rev. Bill

“Definitely one of the highlights of my Christmasason. Happy New Year!”
—Heather

“This was my first time ringing bells for the Satiiean Army and | loved it!
Greeting people and wishing them Merry Christmasdlygout me in the holiday
spirit. | particularly liked doing it as part oChurch Day.’ It sends a message
to everyone that our churches care~Emma Ledbetter

“It was a very enjoyable time, and the time werst.faPeople were very
friendly, and most gave something. The ones whe gest seemed to us the
ones who might need the help themselves. Maybeatause they know the
needs of others.—Mary & Chuck Hosler

“It was fun ringing the bells with someone elsejovhwas Emma Ledbetter. |

did it once before by myself and it was not asyae. Also, | was surprised

that so many people donated a lot of dollar billiad guessed (incorrectly)

that people would donate more change. It alsogedid to think that we were

doing something positive for the community, so e satisfying also.”
—Kurt Schuldes

The Salvation Army Emergency Shelter Needs Pillow &es/Towels!
Please look through your linen closets and brirgrtfto church or drop them
off at the Shelter directly (223 N'"&treet, La Crosse)They can be used or



Jail “Shower” Needs

HEBREWS 13:3 -Remember those in prison as if you were theirviefos-
oners.

The Ministry of Missions would like to extend arvitation to all members,
friends and visitors of First Congregational Churdie invite you to partici-
pate in a come-as-you-are ‘shower’ to benefit thwise are in the La Crosse
County Jail. Please continue reading to find odtthe residents need during
their stay in the jail. Let us show the love afuleto our fellow brothers and
sisters by remembering them and showing God'’s cesipa toward them.
Look for the Ministry of Missions Jail Shower diaglin the narthex through
the month of February. Please start bringing ylmumated items to church
beginning Sunday, February 5th.

ROMANS 12:10 -Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Homos
another above yourself.

The mission of La Crosse Jail MinistryTi® provide an opportunity and create
an environment for inmates that awakens, renewsstintulates their spiritual
life, thereby promoting behavioral change, soc&htegration and personal
well-being. Taking care of some of their basic human needpjigecommuni-
cate with family outside of jail and providing cetl for the extremely stressful
environment they must live in are some of the wagdelp. You can help by
donating from the list below, or cash donations to:

Chaplain Tom Skemp
Courthouse and Law Enforcement Center
333 Vine Street
La Crosse WI 54601
(608) 785-9772

Specific needs include:

Pencils
Pads of lined paper i

Stamps

Legal and letter-size envelopes ]AH‘ MINISTRY
Playing cards

Blank greeting cards (thanks to your earlier kirdnee have plenty of
Christmas cards)

Recent magazines — all types, although we wougdriore automotive and
outdoors types.

= Paperback books (no romance novels or hardcovaanykind, please)

tddudd

U

Thank you for your continued generosity.



= First Congregational UCC —
Community Room

= Monday, January 23, 2012

BL ' %IVE = 1:00PM-6:00PM

Every 3 seconds someone needs blood; and you kieew when it
might be you or someone you love. The BloodQeoit&Visconsin is the
sole supplier of blood to La Crosse hospitals.ddnate blood, you mus:

1) be in good health, 2) be at least 17 years gld

(16 yr. olds are eligible to donate with signeccan You
parental consent form), 3) weigh at least 11CS

pounds, 4) have a photo I.D. Giving blood pare
takes only about an hour from start to finish.A Drop.

For more information or to schedule an appointment,
contact Dorothy Wetterlin at 788-3941.

Coulee Region CROP Walk Congrats!

We recently received results of the 2011 CROP Vdalt it was heartening to
see that after expenses, $9,813 dollars was rhisedventeen different congre-
gations and other unidentified online donationsir hurch had the top spot for
donating $1,970 to help fight hunger! Thanks, gbedy! Mark your calen-
dars for October 14, 2012, for the next CROP WaMith God’s help, we
should easily break the $2,000 mark and help oomaonity worship centers
bring in a total over $10,000 for the Coulee Region

New Horizons Training for Volunteers/Interns

If you are interested in volunteering, sessions fallace very soon. They will
be held Monday-Wednesday, February 6-8, from 5-8pFirst Baptist Church,
1209 Main (back parking lot entrance&}ontact Sharon at 791-2610, ext. 301,
by January 30" to reserve a seatTraining packets, beverages, and a snack
will be provided. Domestic violence happens irutaf 4 households. By
becoming a volunteer, you can make a differenceany other lives. Volun-
teer positions range from on-call night time hotwadraising, or assisting the
Crisis Line staff. Thank you!



To our dedicated volunteers who serve as
worship participants throughout the year and
7 /((/7? f to those who served at this year’s Christmas Eve,
- Christmas Day and New Year’s Day worship
servicesand to Randy Breeser, Steve Webster

and Joanie Smithwho were head ushers at these
*‘@ 02 services. We couldn’t get along without you!

To those who baked and donated Christmas cookidésr the Nativity Presen-
tation and Christmas Eve after worship socials.

To those who helped hang the greemiuring the Advent Workshopnd
those who helped set up and take down the Nativifyresentation Set.

To the Sanctuary Choir and Director Nancy Allen, the Bell Choirs, Youth
Chimes and Director Suellen Retzlaff, and Substitie Organist Kristi Koch
for providing all the extra special Christmas muicing the month of Decem-
ber, and for all the beautiful music you provideotighout the year! Thanks,
too, to all of the wonderfully talented people wirovided “special music” for
services throughout the year!

From the Church Staff

The staff has been blessed by the acts of kindness
and generosity ad whole bunch of church members
over the holiday season! From filling our stodsn
to special treats, to monetary gifts and kincefstt
Your generosity has certainly added to our joy.

We appreciate and sincerely thank all of you.

Rev. Bill Away

The hope is that immediately following worship aimn8ay, February 5,

Rev. Bill will be headed down to Chicago’s O'Hargport as the Hoglunds
help his sister celebrate hef"@irthday in grand style! Rev. Bill will be back
at church on Tuesday, February 14. Plans for eenesgpastoral coverage are
still being determined as of this printing, butahl the office or Parish Visitor
Audrey Kader with your needs and a clergypersohheilavailable for emer-
gencies.

Good News! We may be eligible for a little more than $4,000ébates
from Focus on Energy. Many thanks to Mike SchigtZilling out the neces-
sary paper work—way to go, Mike!!



New Exhibit in the Glass Display Case . ..
Mia’s Piggies
Mia Rabe Oeltjen was pig lover! Her grandparen
raised free range piggies on a farm South of Lakelsl §
City, Minnesota. They would bring piglets into thets®
house for Mia to hold and play with...and just like Bt
Fern in Charlotte’s Web, Mia used to push pigletsﬁ_
around in a strollerPictured right: Mia at age 3, ™ T
bonding with “Piggy.”
e ““ W When it was nice out, Mia enjoy chasing pigs and
feeding them snacks, but what she enjoyed most
was pulling their tails! After Mia’s onset of
Metachromaticleukodystrophy, she still loved to
visit the pigs and pig sounds always made her
laugh. Pictured left: Mia at age 6, enjoying the

pigs with Grandpa (Dennis Rabe, now retired
from the pig business).

Feel free to talk to us about Mia. Even thoughtsh®moved on
to “The Next Place,” she is still our child andistex to Anna and
Rabe....and we love her so very, very much. dkid there are N
tears sometimes. ~ Heather Rabe and Neal Oeltjen

Mia’s Piggies will be in the glass case in the Comnity Room
throughout the month of February.

Rabbi Jesus Prints on Display

The Arts Committee has invited La Crosse areat&tera Maria Goldstein to
display prints of her Rabbi Jesus exhibit. Oupldig contains more than 35
pieces, many of which depict events and ritualshich Jesus, a practicing
Jew, would have likely taken part. A gallery talout the work is being sched-
uled for later in February (TBA).

Do You Have Something to Display?

We are currently looking for new displays to scHedar the upcoming church
year. If you have a hobby, collection, or speitisrest items or artifacts that
you would like to share by displaying them in tli@sg case in the Community
Room, or even a wall hanging exhibit for the ComityuRoom walls, please
contact the church office (784-8137). Thanks!



What's New in the Library?

Information about our library materials is now ang&d on Library Thing at
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/firstcongolaxibrary Thing is a social
site that provides people with an opportunity tecdss the books they have or
the books they have read.

Library

Home | Zeitgeist | Talk | Groups | Local

| (=1 Your library | = List | 5% Covers | '% Tags |p* Authors w Style
1 - 50 of 1698
Member: firstcongolax

Title

Great People of the Bible and How They Lived.
Encounters at the Counter: What Congregations Can Learn about

Healing Death: Finding Wholeness When a Cure Is Mo Longer Poss

t

L]

With this site, you can seehich materials we have in the library and
where they are located on the shelves. You megrchthe library by

‘ title, author, or subject.

' Search Comments w

[1123456 7 ... 34 (show all)

T3§§ Rating Entry date YOU may alsqead

220.9 GRE 1974 Sep 16, 2011 =+ Comments_abQUt the
'm book by clicking on the
>3 word balloon over on

the right.

259 10H 2009 Sep 16, 2011

Do Feel free to give it a try!

-The Library Committee
248.8 ZIM 2007 Sep 16, 2011 | ]




FOR KIDS and THEIR PARENTS

Nativity Presentation

Wrap Up

Thank you to all who participated
and volunteered for the 2011
Nativity Presentation. There were
approximately 75 participants this
year!

Pictured above (left to right): Madeline Lund, Ashg
Tim, Julie & Melanie Halbach, Holy Family; Camda
Nolop, Donkey & Tessa Edge, Reader

Special thanks to Diane Breeser, Director and &
Kristi Koch, Musical Director. And we could
not have done it without the help from these ¥
folks...Suellen Retzlaff, Cherub Choir Director;§8
Joan Waniger, High School Ensemble Director|
Suzanne Nolop, Dance Choreographer/Teachg
and Ron Stoffregen, Set Design.

Pictured above (left to
right): Wise Men—Bryce
Nolop, Gavin Rees and
Clay Rauch. Picture by
Suzanne Nolop.

Dancing Angels Picture by Jerilyn Dinsmoor (leftright): Bria Nolop, Sammi
Gotz, Sophie McGalff, Kayla Weisbrod, Ainsley Byamd, Emmarie Byom.

Thank you for the STRONG work from the
biggest set crew ever: T.J. Helming; Trish
Kattchee; Neal Oeltjen; Mike and Karen
&% Schultz; Brad Seebach; Matt, Rhonda, and
4 % Marissa Davis and friend; and Dan Ottow.
B Huge thanks to Neal Oeltjen and his
brothers and nephews who put away the
créche on New Years Day!

Pictured above: “Cherub Choir” by Grandma Nancy Bjett



Learn to Play Hand Chimes! For grades 2-8!

You do NOT need to be able to read music to partipate.
Practice will start January 22 at 9:25am in thepethaand will
be held weekly for five weeks. We will plan to pla worship
February 19th. Sign up in the narthex.

Questions: Sue Retzlaff 526-9095, sretzlaff@ cinamgd

Preschool-Grade 1...Mark your calendars
for March 5™, Cherub Choir will be singing
camp songs during worship.

\
L
Big thanks to Grandma Nancy Burgett for word
§ processing, copying and cutting all the Bible Book-
p N} marks for Winter/Spring Sunday School lessons

7 for Preschool-Grade 1!

Kongo Kids 2any Valentine

Making Party (For Gr. 2-5) " |
Saturday, February 11, 1:00-2:30pm. T

Sign up in the narthex! Friends welcome!
Parents, please let me know if you can help out tits event, thanks!
Heather Rabe 784-8137, heather@firstcongolax.org

You are invited!
Middle School Students to Present:
Milk and Honey Cook School!

The Cooking School begins with Adam’s first bite ¢
the forbidden fruit and shows how foods, seasonin
and preparation methods changed as the Hebrew
people came in contact with the outside world.

Join us February 12, 11:30am-1:00pm
RSVP by January 29Sign up in the narthex.

Suggested donation TBA. Students wish for thegeds to go to a charity,
or possibly a Middle School Mission trip!
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& Want to Hear Some Great Jazz
and enjoy the fellowship of Church Mem
J: bers and Friends? Then you won'’t want
miss joining us to hear “Kid Chocolate”
J: Brown (trumpet), Greg Balfany (sax/flute
Karyn Quinn (bass), Larry Price (piano)
J: and Rich MacDonald (percussion) on Saturday, Jgri2@rat
Somsen Auditorium on the Winona State Campus. €otime is
J: 8.30pm and tickets are only $15.

J: We will carpool, and for those who would like tandiin Winona
before the concert we can arrange that too. lkewvell last time

J: so come along, singles or couples. Just call Audeore the
January 23rd reservation deadline and she wilyputon the list!

JIT9TT999339G
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The Church Office will be
The Church Staff closed in honor of President’s Day

All the Members..............c.oenenn. Ministers| ON Monday, February 20.

Rev. Bill Hoglund............... Senior Minister

Audrey Kader...................... Parish Visitol UUse Cautionand please use the
Nancy Allen....................... Music Director] stairs when the driveway is wet or
Kristi WOIf .......cccooeiiiie Office Managé¢r icy. Also, on Sunday mornings,
Pamela Kendall............... Financial Secreta yplease leave the entire parking area
Bill Butterfield ...........ccocovvmvevneenennes Custodidnin the front of the church open for

Heather Rabe....Children’s Ministry Director] those with limited mobility and for
Open.......Co-Director of Christian Educatian drop off and pick up. Your coop-

Office Phone: §08) 784-8137

Office Hours: 8am - 4pm, Monday-Thursday. .
Office E-mail: office@firstcongolax.org The Deadlinefor the March

Website: www.firstcongolax.org issue ofThe Greetings Ash
Wednesday, February 22.

eration in this matter is appreciated.



